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Question of: “Limiting the Availability of Small Arms and Light Weapons to Reduce Urban 
Violence” 
 
Recognizing that the Charter of the United Nations calls for the maintenance of international 
peace and security,  
 
Noting with concern that small arms and light weapons are the most frequently used weapons in 
the majority of recent armed conflicts, 
 
Emphasizing that 54% of the world’s population resides in urban areas and that by 2050 it is 
expected to increase to 66%, 
 
Alarmed that approximately 740,000 people die as a result of armed violence each year,  
 
Realizing that Urban Violence is mainly caused by complex forms of social attitude,  social 
cohesion and division, as well as ambiguous relations with the state and government and its 
role,  
 
Recalling the close connection between illicit trading in small arms and light weapons and 
international terrorism, transnational organized crime, money-laundering, drugs trafficking, illicit 
financial transactions and illegal exploitation and trade of natural resources, as a major cause 
for many conflicts, 
 

1. Calls upon all Nations to legislatively limit the availability of SA/LW (Small Arms/Light 
Weapons) to persons: 

a. That are over the minimum age of 18 years, 
b. Have a reason to acquire a firearm, 
c. Have passed a background check, 
d. Have clean records, 
e. Have passed theoretical and practical training;  

 
2. Encourages information sharing between Nations, expert groups, peacekeeping 

missions and other United Nations bodies on possible illegal arms embargo 
infringements, including but not limited to: 

a. Illicit arms transfer, 
b. Illicit trade of Sa/LWs, 
c. Suspected traffickers, 
d. Trafficking Routes; 

 



3. Requests that all Member States that have not yet implemented the United Nations 
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocols to do so; 

 
4. Further Requests that all states consider signing and ratifying the Arms Trade Treaty; 

 
5. Calls for the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes  to carry out an in-depth study 

on the role of local authorities in the prevention of crime, especially targeting groups at 
risk, in particular children and youth; 

 
6. Also requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to continue to provide 

assistance to ratify and implement the Convention against Corruption, the Organized 
Crime Convention and any other international parties related to the prevention and 
suppression of terrorism and organized crime;  

 
7. Wishes to be kept actively informed on the matter. 

 
 

 
 
 


