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Chair and Deputy Chair Introduction 

 

Lino Ritter  

Hi, my name is Lino Ritter, I am from Germany and 

currently I go to grade 10. I have been at ISS since 

kindergarten all the way up to the 1. Semester of 

grade 9. Then we moved to Lake Constance, where 

I went to the International School Rheintal for almost 

one year, since February we are back in Stuttgart. 

Outside of school I like to go biking in summer, 

skiing in winter, as well as going to the gym. I have 

been a part of MUN two times as an admin and this 

time will be my first year as a chair along with my 

deputy chair Connor Reynolds. 

 

 

 

Connor Reynolds  

 Hello, my name is Connor Reynolds, I am from the 

United States specifically born in Texas, but I 

moved around in the states. I moved to Germany in 

the middle of 5th grade. I am currently in grad 10. 

ISS is the first international school I have ever 

attended. I would say I have a lot of hobbies, but I 

can never seem to list as many as I think but enjoy 

playing basketball, shopping, hanging out with 

friends, taking pictures and working out. I do these 

basically all day every day when I don’t have school 

and even when I do I play basketball 5 days a week. This is my first time doing 

MUNISS and I am nervous on how it will go but I enjoy munday and I think it well be 

a good experience plus it looks good on college applications.  
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List of represented countries 

 

• Ghana  

• Brazil  

• France  

• Uganda  

• Sweden  

• Saudi Arabia  

• Cambodia  

• Argentina  

• Germany  

• China  

• DPRK 

• Turkey 
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Key Terms  

 

Renewable energy: Energy that can be replenished at the same rate as it is used. 

 

Non-renewable energy: Sources that will run out or will not be replenished in our 
lifetimes. 
 

Fossil fuel: Any fuel derived from hydrocarbon deposits such as coal, petroleum, 
natural gas, and oil. These fuels non-renewable and their burring generates 
greenhouse gases. 
 

Climate: The weather conditions prevailing in an area in general or over a long 
period. 
 

Exploit: Make full use of and derive benefit from (a resource). 
 

 

 

Issue Explanation 

 

Through a constant increase in human population and economic growth all around 

the world we raise the demand of energy. We are over exploiting non-renewable 

energy sources such as coal, oil, and natural gas. Along with their use we have 

drastically damaged our planet and its climate, therefore we need to continue 

developing renewable energy alternatives and make them accessible to everyone.  
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Historical Background 

 

Non renewable energy sources include coal, oil, natural gas, and nuclear energy, 

these are commonly referred to as fossil fuels as these are the result of plants and 

animals which lived around 300 million years ago and are buried underground, 

containing a lot of energy. As fossil fuels take millions of years to develop, but at the 

same time we as a society need and exploit them faster, they will be used up at a 

certain point. Non renewable energy sources have been developed and 

implemented, but as of today around 80% of our needed energy comes from non-

renewable sources. Besides their limited quantity they also harm our environment. 

The most common affect are greenhouse gas emissions formed when burning fossil 

fuels, this includes carbon dioxide and methane. Greenhouse gas emissions trap 

light coming from the sun, the more of these gases are in our atmosphere, the more 

light is trapped, heating up our atmosphere. Therefore, alternatives are needed. 

  

 

Previous attempts to solve the issue 

 

To solve this topic as a whole, technological progress needs to be achieved in the 

area of renewable energy and the infrastructure, at the same time more people need 

to be able to access renewable energy. There is not one previous attempt to solve 

this issue as a whole, however, several milestones showing progress when 

combating climate change.  

 

Event Details 

2000: Germany 
introduces 
Renewable Energy 
Sources Act.  

The act includes feed-in tariffs to incentivize renewables 
investment, electric grid priority for renewable electricity 
over conventional sources, and a 100 000 solar roofs 
program. As a result, Germany becomes an early leader 
in both solar and wind energy.  
 

2009: The U.S. and 
China invest big in 

In response to the global financial crisis, the U.S. 
announces more than $30 billion in renewable energy 



UNIDO: The improvement of renewable energy sources and making them more 
accessible 
 

 7 

the renewable energy 
in stimulus packages 
 

tax credits, grants, and loans. China provides credit for 
solar manufacturers and implements nationwide solar 
feed-in tariffs and subsides- 

2014: RE100 launches 
to bring companies 
together to implement 
renewable energy. 
 

Through this collaborative global initiative, hundreds of 
companies have committed to 100% renewable power 
targets and received technical guidance. 
 

2015: Solar 
photovoltaic costs 
reach costs tipping 
point 

After falling nearly 70% in just five years, the cost of 
solar reaches $0.117/kilowatt-hour (2020 US$ 
equivalent), which is well within the range of being cost 
competitive with certain fossil fuel power. This had 
earlier been achieved by onshore wind power.  
 

2015: Solar and wind 
increase faster than 
fossil fuels. 
 

Spurred by costs declines and rising investments, for the 
first time in history there is more growth in solar and wind 
capacity than in fossil fuel capacity (calculated using 
BNEF data) 
 

2015: Signing of Paris 
agreement and 
launch of 
International Solar 
Alliance 
 

The Paris Agreement increases ambition for climate 
action and many countries include renewable energy in 
their climate plans. The prime ministers of India and 
France announce a new International Solar Alliance to 
promote solar energy among nations that have high 
solar power potential.  
 

2017: Investment in 
wind and solar 
reaches record $300 
billion. 
 

Since then, it has stayed at approximately this level or a 
little lower. Even with steady levels of investment, the 
amount of capacity installed has continued to increase 
as efficiency gains and falling costs mean each dollar of 
investment leads to more capacity now than it did in the 
past. 
 

2018: 53 countries 
commit to 100% 
renewable energy.  
 

The number of countries with 100% renewable energy 
target (either economy wide or specific sectors) 
continues to climb upward. On the subnational level, 247 
cities and 33 states or regions have made 100% 
renewable energy commitments by this date.  
 

2020: Renewable 
energy remains 
resilient despite the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

During the pandemic the global use of coal, gas and oil 
for electricity fell, yet renewable energy was resilient. 
Wind power grew 12% and solar power grew 23% in 
2020, and are on track to set new records in 2021. 
 

2021: Renewable 
energy significantly 
undercuts coal. 
 

New solar and wind projects are not only cheaper than 
building a new coal plant, they are also cheaper than 
operation many of the cheapest and least sustainable 
existing coal-fired plants. 

https://www.there100.org/
https://assets.bbhub.io/professional/sites/24/Energy-Transition-Investment-Trends_Free-Summary_Jan2021.pdf
https://assets.bbhub.io/professional/sites/24/Energy-Transition-Investment-Trends_Free-Summary_Jan2021.pdf
https://www.iea.org/reports/global-energy-review-2021/electricity#abstract
https://www.iea.org/reports/global-energy-review-2021/electricity#abstract
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Media Contribution  

 

It is clear that renewable energy along with climate change is a political topic and 

often at debate, as a result of this it is often featured in media. Media research 

showcased that media coverage on renewable energy is dominated by the economic 

and technological aspects. In addition to this, environmental aspects are also 

discussed regarding problems and benefits, nevertheless it is arguable at what 

frequency and with how much attention negatives are presented. Overall due to the 

political as well as social stance and importance of this topic media is heavily 

involved. It is fair to say that the presence in politics, social value and media pushes 

technology and innovative progress.  
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