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INTRODUCTION 
 

Dear Delegate, 
thank you for participating in MUNISS 2023. This document will serve 
as a guide for anyone participating in this year's International Court of 
Justice simulation (ICJ). This manual will explain the function of the 
Court itself, the positions within the Court, the procedures of the Court, 
as well as give a detailed account on the Case that will be examined 
during this year's conference. If you have any questions after reading this 
document, feel free to reach out to the Presidency of the Court, whom 
can be found on the MUNISS website (muniss.net). 
Stuttgart, 2023. 

 

MUNISS Secretariat 



V 
 

 
 
 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

 
Foundation of the Court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

CHAPTER I. Role of the Court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Pages 
 
 

2 
 

CHAPTER II. Roles in the Court . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . 2 
CHAPTER III. Procedure of the Trial. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
CHAPTER IV. Forms of Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
CHAPTER V. Terminology . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
CHAPTER VI. Objections . 
CHAPTER VII. The Case . . . 
CHAPTER VIII. References . .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FOUNDATION OF THE COURT 



VII 
 

 
 

CHAPTER I 

Role of the Court 
 

The Purposes of the International Court of Justice are: 
1. To serve as one of the six principal organs of the United Nations; 

2. To settle conflicts between two disputing nation states according to 
international law; 

3. To give advisory opinions on questions regarding international law 
referred to it through the United Nations organs or authorized agencies. 

 
 

CHAPTER II 

Roles in the Court 
 
 

The Roles within the International Court of Justice are: 
1. The Presidency: 

a) The Presidency of the ICJ consists of the President and the Vice-President. 
These are elected by the Members of the Court every three years and 
coordinate the trial. The President has the casting vote in the event of votes 
being equal during judicial deliberations. 

2. The Registry 
 

a) The Registry serves as the administrative organ of the ICJ and is elected by 
the members of the court every seven years. The Registry's tasks consist of 
both judicial duties but also diplomatic duties. 

3. The Advocates: 
 

a) The advocates serve as the representatives of each country participating 
within the trial. They should bring a memorandum, the stipulation, and 
evidence to support the case and witnesses (See Chapter V:Terminology); 

 
b) The applicant party is the party that brought the case to the Court (in our 
case this will be the Republic of Equatorial Guinea). The Party should 
convince the Judges of its accusations towards the respondent party through 
clear proof, as without the "burden of proof" the applicant party loses the 
case; 



 

c) The respondent party is the party accused of breaking international law (in 
our case this will be the French Republic). The party should defend its 
position and prove that the accusations against them are wrong. The party 
shall make the judges question all the evidence and the trustworthiness of the 
applicant party and focus on the requests of the applicant party that are stated 
in their position. The respondent party should focus on bringing in new 
evidence that makes the claims of the applicant party have a level of 
reasonable doubt, instead of focusing on preexisting evidence provided by 
the applicant party. 

 
4. The Judges: 
a) The Judges pose an essential role to the Court. They are the ones that 
decide the later outcome of the trial, meaning that they will either fulfil the 
Applicant party's requests, or will not and therefore name the Responding 
party innocent; 

 
b) The Judges should be neutral to the case and ensure a fair and unbiased 
judgment. In order to uphold this fairness, Judges shall under no 
circumstances pass notes with the advocates or discuss the case with the 
advocates other than in the court of law. Furthermore, evidence presented 
to them shall only be accepted if presented during the trials and presented 
by the advocates; 

 
c) Each Judge should be taking notes throughout the entire presentation of 
the case to ensure that no essential information is forgotten during the 
process. One way of taking notes is the Cornell method, in this method the 
notes are separated into 4 different sections, the title, the key questions, the 
main thoughts and a summary. A template of how to write Cornell notes 
can be found here https://thinkinsights.net/consulting/cornell-method- 
great-notes/; 

 
d) Judges shall prepare themselves for the case by reading the necessary 
paperwork and understanding the law surrounding the case, it is however 
essential that no pre-determined opinion is created, seeing as the case can 
only be evaluated and judged fairly after both sides have been heard; 

 
e) During the deliberations and the question stage, the Judges should focus 
on all points raised on the legal aspects and on the facts of the case itself. 
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CHAPTER III 

Procedure of the Trial 
 

a) The case starts with the opening statements of both parties, starting with 
the Applicant party, followed by the Respondent party. Each opening 
statement should be about 15 minutes in length and provide a clear 
overview of their party's viewpoint on the case, as well as an outline of 
what evidence will be presented. Utilize phrases such as "We intend to 
prove ..." or "We intend to present our viewpoint through ...". The 
Applicant party will also be reading out the stipulations during this time; 

 
b) The opening statements are followed by the presentation of evidence. 
Once again, the Applicant party begins with this presentation, followed by 
the Respondent party. Each piece of evidence should be presented with a 
short description of it, as well as a statement on how it relates to the case. 
The opponent party is unable to object to any piece of evidence presented, 
however, it may object the piece of evidence based on the grounds of 
reliability, accuracy, relevance and/or credibility. An objection may be 
stated like this "Objection, we believe that this evidence is not relevant to 
the case." or just simply like this "Objection, credibility." Each point of 
evidence presented will be labeled by an alphabet letter or a number. 
Typically, 10 pieces of evidence are presented per party during this stage, 
leaving 5 pieces open for showcase during the rebuttal stage of the trial. 
Each party is limited to a number of 15 pieces of evidence; 

 
c) Once this stage has concluded, the Judges will be moving into the first 
deliberation of the trial. During this stage, all pieces of evidence will be 
given to the judges in a random order and each Judge has to analyze the 
evidence and stress why it is significant, or not. Once the Judges are 
finished deliberating and taking notes on one piece of evidence, they will 
vote on whether the evidence should be taken into consideration. A simple 
majority must agree that the evidence is credible, reliable, accurate, and 
relevant to the case in order for the evidence to pass. If a simple majority is 
not achieved, the evidence will be dismissed. The Judges will go through 
this process for every single piece of evidence presented. If more than 50% 
of the Judges agree that the evidence is credible, reliable, accurate and 
relevant to the case, the evidence will be taken into consideration. If less 
than 50% of the Judges agree with this, then the evidence is not considered 
in the further proceedings of the case; 



 

d) Following the deliberation of evidence, witnesses are brought in. Each 
party can bring in three witnessed. The Applicant party will begin with 
their witnesses, who will undergo direct examination from the Applicant 
party themselves, followed by cross examination from the Respondent 
party. The witnesses will then be questioned by the Judges. This will be 
repeated for all Applicant party witnesses, followed by the same procedure 
for Respondent party witnesses. The second deliberation will then begin, in 
which the credibility, reliability, accuracy, and relevance of the witnesses 
is judged; 

 
e) Once the second deliberation concluded, the advocates will be 
questioned by the Judges about the case; 

 
f) After this, the Rebuttal takes place, during this time Advocates can 
present the final pieces of evidence, the procedure for this is equivalent to 
the procedure of the first evidence presentation; 

 
g) A third deliberation takes place after the Rebuttal to evaluate the newly 
presented evidence; 

 
h) The case is now nearly concluded, now is the time for the advocates to 
present their closing arguments. During these closing statements the 
advocates summarizes all of the evidence as well as testimonies and states 
how they think the case should be seen. The Applicant party begins with 
this, however, may reserve some of their time to sum up again after the 
Respondent party has finished their closing statement; 

 
i) Following this, the Advocates are once more asked final questions and 
can provide final clarifications; 

 
j) Finally, the last deliberation takes place. During this, everything 
discussed during the process will be analyzed in detail and discussed 
between the judges. Once this has concluded, each Judge will vote. Should 
there be a tie (meaning that both sides have an equal number of votes), the 
vote of the President will be counted twice. The final verdict will be 
written down. 
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A more compact timeline of the procedures can be found below; 
-Opening statement presented by the Applicant party (approx. 15 min) 
-Reading of the stipulations by the Applicant party (approx. 10 min) 
-Opening statement presented by the Respondent party (approx. 15 min). 
-Presentation of evidence by the Applicant party (approx. 60 min). 
-Presentation of evidence by the Respondent party (approx. 60 min). 
-First deliberation (approx. 120 min). 
-1st Witness Testimony of the Applicant party (approx. 20 min). 
-1st Witness Testimony of the Respondent party (approx. 20 min). 
-1st Witness Testimony of the Applicant party (approx. 20 min). 
-1st Witness Testimony of the Respondent party (approx. 20 min). 
-Second deliberation (approx. 60 min). 
-First questioning of the parties (approx. 20 min). 
-Rebuttal presented by the Applicant party (approx. 30 min). 
-Rebuttal presented by the Respondent party approx. 30 min). 
-Third deliberation (approx. 60 min). 
-Closing statement presented by the Applicant party (approx. 15 min). 
-Closing statement presented by the Respondent party (approx. 15 min). 
-Final questioning of the parties (approx. 20 min). 
-Final deliberation (approx. 60 min). 
-Verdict is written down and read out (approx. 45 min). 
-Verdict is reported to the GA. 



CHAPTER IV 
 

Forms of Address 

1. Judge / Presidency 
a) "Your Honor"; 
b) "Judge ..." (last name); 
c) "Mr./Madam. (vice) President. 

2. Advocates 
a) "Counsel"; 
b) "Counsel for Applicant/Respondent Party"; 
c) "Counsel for ..." (name of country). 

 
 
 
 

1. Memorandum: 

 
CHAPTER V 

Terminology 

 

a) Each party has a memorandum; it is the party's view of the legal 
facts and principles of the case. The memorandum is given to the 
Judges before the trial begins and contains historical information 
about the case, as well as the countries view of the case and the 
country's policy on the case. 

2. Stipulation: 
a) The stipulation is a document that is created by both parties 
together in unison, which states facts about the case that both parties 
agree on. The stipulation will be seen as facts and be counted as real 
evidence throughout the trial. 

3. Evidence: 
a) There are two types of evidence, "testimony" and "real" evidence. 
Real evidence is any form of physical evidence, including books, 
documents, or treaties. When looking at real evidence, the source 
needs to be taken into consideration and the credibility needs to be 
verified (e.g., Wikipedia is not a credible source, while 
Encyclopedia Britannica is). Testimony is evidence that comes from 
the statements of the witnesses. The statements of the advocates do 
not count as evidence. 

4. Burden of proof 
a) Burden of proof refers to the idea that all pieces of evidence as 
well as witness statements need to be seen as credible by a simple 
majority of the judges (50%>). 

5. Hearsay question 
a) A question that is asked about a person that is not present within 
the court. 
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6. Leading question 
a) A question that already suggests an answer to it. This is not 
allowed during direct examination, is however, allowed during cross- 
examination. 

 

CHAPTER IV 

Objections 
 

1. During the presentation of evidence: 
a. Advocates can object on several different grounds during the 

presentation of evidence, these include; 
i. Authenticity (only parts of an article are shown), 

ii. Reliability (unknown authors), 
iii. Relevance (not relevant to the case); 

2. During the witness testimonies: 
a. Advocates can object on several different grounds during 

witness testimonies, these include; 
i. Hearsay question, 

ii. Leading question, 
iii. Irrelevant question. 

 
 

CHAPTER IIV 

The Case 
 

1. The link to the chair report for the case can be found below: 
a. COMING SOON 
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