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Ethiopia, located in Eastern Africa, has been strongly affected by various conflicts over the past 
decades; today it remains as one of the most problematic regions in the world. Ethiopia has 
been a part of various wars and crisis’, such as the 2011 East African drought, the ongoing East 
African Food Crisis, the ongoing Somali civil war and the Eritrean-Ethiopian War (1998-2000). 
The latter war has caused most of the landmines currently active in Ethiopia, however 
Unexploded Ordnance (UXOs) problems have been caused by the Italian Invasion in 1935, the 
Ethiopian-Somali Conflict (1977-1978), the Sudan Dispute (1980), and the Ethiopian Civil War 
between 1975 and 1991. It is estimated that around 2,443km2 of Ethiopia's 1,000,000km2 is 
affected by landmines, with the Tigray, Afar, and Somali regions being particularly 
contaminated. These regions inhabit 14% of the total Ethiopian population of around 102 million. 
However, over 1.9 million Ethiopians live in known landmine-impacted-communities. 
 
The International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL), formed in 1992  was created as a 
coalition of NGO’s, that held common goals regarding the issue of anti-personnel landmines and 
munitions. It is known for its advocacy against the usage of landmines and their influence in the 
creation of the Mine Ban Treaty, which Ethiopia ratified in 2004. In 2007 the European 
Commission donated 8 million Euros to the UNDP to remove landmines in the Tigray and Afar 
region. The result of the Mine Ban Treaty was the de-mining of 11km2 of land, destroying 184 
anti-personnel mines, 98 anti-vehicle mines, and 6,607 UXOs since 2005.  
 
Furthermore, Ethiopia established the Ethiopian Mine Action Office (EMAO) in 2001. It acts as 
the government's point for the management of mine-action and related issues. It is responsible 
for planning, prioritizing, accrediting, monitoring, resourcing, and acquiring of the 
mine-information database and other mine-action activities that support the nation’s 
development program. It also works to apply the International Mine Action Standards to 
Ethiopian context and seeks to give priority for de-mining of areas close to dwellings, land used 
for agriculture and any land used for grazing.Since 2002 the EMAO has cleared about 20km2 of 
mine-infested land.  
 
Ethiopia is in favour of the topic, and would appreciate second-party help. However, also want 
to be independent and strengthen the EMAOs ability to de-mine, (want to expand 
mine-detection dog programme and acquire more de-mining equipment) for which they also rely 
on financial help. Because Ethiopia does not produce landmines, despite ongoing conflict and 
dispute, more financial aid for nations that have not produced landmines for a prolonged period 
of time (like Ethiopia) could be part of a solution. 
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